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1910    occasion in the House of Commons in the following year,1 Asquith
86      said simply :
" His Majesty, after careful consideration of all the circumstances
past and present, and after discussing the matter in all its bearings with
myself and with my noble friend and colleague, Lord Crewe, felt that
he had no alternative but to assent to the advice of the Cabinet,"
The words were carefully chosen, and he always maintained that
they were an exact and constitutionally correct account of what
happened. The -King, however, did insist that the Parliament Bill
should be submitted to the House of Lords before the Election, a
condition with which Asquith readily complied.2 It was agreed
that the King's decision should be kept strictly secret and the
utmost effort be made by Ministers to keep his name out of the
Election, and, unless the necessity of disclosing it arose, out of
the subsequent debates in Parliament.
The Cabinet met later in the afternoon of the 16th, and heard
from Asquith the result of this interview.
Though the point may seem a fine one, Asquith always objected
to the use of the word " guarantee " as expressing what he asked
from the King in November 1911. He spoke of it as a " hypothetical
understanding " that if he took the responsibility of advising another
election, the King would regard the issue as having been fairly
presented, and in the event of the result being sufficiently favourable
to the Government, use the constitutional last resort to prevent its
being stultified in the subsequent Parliament. In the description of
the interview which he gave in the following year to the House of
Lords, Lord Crewe said;
" It is altogether inaccurate—and I might use a stronger phrase—to
say that at that time we asked His Majesty for guarantees. The question
whether at any time the advice to create Peers should be given must
necessarily depend for one thing upon the adequacy of the majority
with which we were returned to the House of Commons, assuming that
we were returned at all."8
ra
Further discussion on this subject must be deferred until we come
to the! events of the following year, but it may be briefly recorded
here that in the interval between the announcement of the dissolu-
tion and the prorogation of Parliament, the House of Lords had
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" h. M. observed that it was owing to him that we had been allowed to have the
^ Parliament Bill in the House of Lords at all/*
8th August, 1911.

